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whereupon she told to King Bhoja the story of that king's actions, pervaded with
righteousness and with the virtue of magnanimity. [8]
While Vikramaditya, the knower of truth, was protecting the earth and keeping it
free from distress, one time he stood alone in private and reflected: " When genuinely
pure consciousness, so hard to obtain, is produced in a mortal who dwells in the truly
unprofitable round of existence; when Visnu, who destroys the dangers of existence,
is worshipt, or when the realization is born in a man that * Krsna is all'; when satis-
faction with money is given to beggars according to their full desires; in these ways
only is produced the fruitfulness of existence which men esteem. So, as I have enjoyed
worldly delights which are hard to obtain upon earth, from now on I will strive to ob-
tain the fruits of the other world." Making up his mind thus, the steadfast king, who
always made good his words, unselfishly built in the neighborhood of towns and cities,
and also in various desert places, ponds and wells and pools, adorned with groves of
trees. He also built cottages and halls [for wayfarers], and temples for the gods, and
placed food and drink for all who might come in the forests. And the poor and afflicted
beggars he gratified likewise with manifold food and drink, with wealth, garments,
and ornaments. [25]
Now one time when the Great Solstice had arrived the king came into a temple of
Qiva, the lord of the immortals. Then, having bathed in the water of the Ganges
and paid homage in due form to the god, he gave away to everyone wealth to the ex-
tent of each man's desire. Having thus satisfied all the beggars assembled there,
and having gratified his ministers and generals and other followers according to their
merits with garments, ornaments, camphor-perfume, betel, and so on, the king dismist
them, having made Ms subjects glad. Having thus gratified all people, he reflected
that according to the best of his judgment his life had that day become fruitful; and
he was exceeding glad. At this time a great minister spoke thus to the king:, " Sire,
even in this way your majesty should continue to accumulate a store of righteousness.
' As long as this body is whole and in good health, and old age afar off, and as long as
the power of the faculties is unimpaired and one's life is not spent, even so long a pru-
dent man should make great efforts for his soul's welfare. But when your house is in
flames, why try to stop it by digging a well? ' " Much pleased with these words, the
king said to the minister: "Well said, minister! You show love for me without any
guile. * Easy to find, O prince, are men who will always say pleasant things; but it is
hard to find one who will either speak or hear that which is unpleasant but whole-
some.' " [45]
At this time there arrived from some place a certain magician, who said " Hail! "
and then.addrest the king: " O VikramSrka, your majesty's glory has become the
crowning splendor [literally, ear-ring] of all creatures in the world; therefore I have
come hither to see you. O king, even tho no one may have the power to gratify you
by any art [sc. because you are adept in all of them], nevertheless give your attention
to this one (attempt)." Saying " Very well," the king set a certain time for him.
and the magician departed, saying: *' I will straightway get all my implements, and
will immediately return to your presence." Then shortly a certain man appeared,
bearing a sword and shield; and after him followed his wife, who appeared to be a
young woman of lovely form, clad in silk, with her veil embroidered with pictures,
with sweet camphor and betel perfumes sprinkled over her tunic. These two,took
.their stand before Vikrama-rka; and all their actions were frank and open, conform-